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On Cruelty
(Edited)

goodness thatis born in us. The welldisposedand naturally well-controlled mind follows the same

course asthe virtuous, and preserts the same appeaarnce in itsactions. But virtue sounds like some
greaer and more active 'thing than merely to let one<elf be led by a happy disposition quiety and peacady
along the path of reason. One who out of natural mildness and goodnature overlooks injuriesreceived
performsa very fine and praiseworthy acion; but another who, though provoked and stung to anger by an
insult, takesup the weapns of rean against his furious desre for reverge, and after a hard battle fi nally
magersit, is undoubtedy doing a greatdeal more. The first manis behaving Well, the secand virtuously;
thefirst acion might be called goodness, the second virtue. For the word virtue, | think, presupposes
diffi culty and struggle, and something that camot be practised without anadversary. Thisis perhaps why we
call God good, mighty, liberal, and just, but do not call Him virtuous; His workings areall natural and
effortless.

I M A G| N E virtue to be both someting else and something nobler thanthe propenrsity towards

Of the philosophers not only the Stoicsbut the Epicureanalso and in rarking the former
higherthanthe latter | am following the common opinion; and this, in spite of Arcedlaus' subtle answerto
the taunt that many went over from his school to the Epicurears but neverthe revers, isafalse one.'l can
well believe you,' he said to histaunter, '‘cocks caneasly be mack into capns, but you carmot make a capon
into acock.' For truly, in steadagness and strictness of opinions and precepts, the Epicureansectyields
nothing to the Stoic. There wasone Stoic, indeed who showed more honegsy thanthe comman run of
disputants who, to combat Epicurus ard loadthe dice in their favour, made him say things that he never
thought, twisting his words, and using the rulesof grammarto extract from his language a mearning and
belief contrary to the one which they knew he hadin mind and showedin his conduct; and that Stoic said
that he had left the Epicureansectfor this rea®n among others that he found their way too high and
inaccesible; 'and they who arecaledlovers of pleasire arein factlovers of beauy and justice. They
cultivate and practise all the virtues' (Cicera. Letters, XV, XIXX)

Among the Stoic and Epicureanphilosophers | say, there are severalwho have thought it
not enough to have the soul in a good state, under firm control and well disposedto virtue, and not enough
to keepour thoughts and resol utions high above the assauts of fortune, but that we must also seek
opportunitiesof putting ourselvesto the proof. They would have us go in queg of pain, poverty, and scorn,
in orderto combat themand keepour souls exercised, since'virtue assailedis greatly strengthened. (Sereca,
Ldlkrr, xxii.) Thisis one of the rea®ns why Epaminondas who wasof yet athird sect, refusedthe riches
which fortune put into his handsin anertirely lawful way, in order, ashe said, that he might fight a battle
with poverty - a condition in which he remainedto the end. Sccrates | think, tried himself evenmore
severely by keepng the shrewishness of his wife to practise on: abattle against a sharpened sword.

Metellus, alone of all the Roman senators, undertook by the power of his virtue to withstand
the violence of Saturninus, Tribune of the peaple at Rome, who wastrying by main forceto pass in unjust
lawin favour of the plebeiars. Having thus incurredthe dire peraltiesthat Saurninus had providedfor all
dissertierts, Metellus addressed those who, in this extremity, wereleadng him to execttion, in words to this
effect: thatit wastoo eay ard too base athing to do abadacion, and that good acfons involving no danger
were quite common; but to actwell whenit wasdangerous to do so wasthe proper duty of avirtuous man

These words of Metellus very clealy state the case that | wastrying to prove: that virtue
refusesfacility asa companion, and that the eay, smooth, and gertle slope down which we areguided by
the evensteps of anaturally good disposition is not the path of true virtue. Virtue demards a harsh and
thorny road it desreseither external diffi culties like those of Metellus, to conterd with, by mears of which
fortuneis pleagdto interrupt its headong career, or interral diffi culties created by the disorderly appetites
and theimperfections of our natural state.



Mantaiges"On Crdty"

| have comeso far with great ease. But asl conclude my reflections, it occus to me thatthe
mind of Scocrates the most perfectof which | have any knowledge, would, by this reckoning, have littleto
commerd it. For | camot imagne that manever to have beenprompted by evil dedres | canconceive of no
diffi culty or constraint in the way of hisvirtue; | know hisrea®n to have beenso powerful and so absolute a
mistress over him, thatit cannever have permitted a wickeddedre evento arisein him. | have nothing to set
against avirtue aslofty ashis. | seam to seeit marching with victorious and triumphart steps, in state and at
cas, without hindrance or obstacle. If virtue canonly shinein battle with opposing desres must we
therefae say thatit camot dispense with the assistance of vice, ard thatit isto vice thatit owesthe
reputation and honour in which it is held? What should we say then of that noble and generous Epicurean
pleasre that pridesitself on nourishing virtue tenderly in its bosom, and letting it frolic there giving it
disgrace,fever, poverty, deat, and torturesastoysto play with?

If | assume that perfect virtue shows itself in the struggle with and the patient endurance of
pain, in suff ering the assauts of gout without being shakenfrom its place; if | allow hardships ard
diffi cultiesto beits necessary aim, what shall we say of a virtue which hasclimbedto such a height that it
not only depisespain but rejoicesin it, and is tickled by the pangs of a severe calic? For suchisthe virtue
egalishedby the Epicureans, of which several of them, by their acions, have left us marifes proofs; as
have mary others also, who have, | find, actually surpassed eventheir teaching Witness the younger Cato.
Whenl| seehim die, tearing out his own ertrails, | camot be contert simply to believe that his mind was
thenwholly freefrom disturbance and terrar. | camot believe that he merely maintainedthat attitude which
the rulesof the Stoic sectprescribed, calm, unperturbed, and impassive. There was it seems
to me, in that maris virtue, too much joyousness and vigour to top there | am quite ceriain that he felt
delight and pleasire in that noble act, and that he took more satisfaction in it thanin arny other that he ever
performed "He thus quittedlife, rejoicing that he hadfound area®n for dying." (Cicerg, Tusculans, i, Xxx)

Sothoroughly do | believe thisthat| begn to wonder whether he would have wishedthe
opportunity for this heraic achievemert to be deniedhim. And were it not for the goodness which macde him
put the public interes before his own | could easly fall into the opinion that he wasgrateful to fortune for
putting his virtue to so noble a proof, ard helping_ that villain (Julius Caesr) to trample the arcient liberty
of his country underfoot. As | readof Cat's acion, | seemto seeastrange rejoicing in his soul, and with it a
feeling of extraardinary pleasire and many delight ashe consideredthe noble sublimity of his deed

"More courageaus after reslving to die"N Horace, Odes x, xxxvii, 29.

not spurredon by any hope of glory, asthe vulgar and weak judgemerts of some have supposed, for thatis
too meana consideraton to touch a heart so generaus, so proud, and so unbending, but for the inherert
beauy of the deeditself, which he, who controlledits springs, saw much more dearly in all its perfection
thanwe can

| am pleagdby philosophy's decision that so brave anaction would have beenout of
keepng with any other life but Cao's, and that his alone wasfittedto end in thisway. Therefore he rightly
orderedhis son ard the serators who attended him to provide otherwise for themslves

But Cato had beenendowed by nature with anincredble strength of
soul, which he hadreinforcedby his unremitting constancy; and he
remainedtrue to hisfixedrewlve thatit wasbetter to die thanto look
upon the face of atyrart. (Cicero, De Officiis, 1, 3 1)

Every mans deah should corregpond to hislife. We do not change to die. | always interpret
the deah by thelife; and if | amtold of in apparently brave death joinedto afeebelife, | hold thatit isthe
product of some feelde cawse in keeping with thatlife.

Must we say therefore that the simplicity of Cai's end, and the ea that he had acquired by
strength of soul, should in any way detractfrom the splendour of his virtue? And what manwhose brain is at
all imbuedwith the true philosophy canbe contert to think of Sccratesasmerely freefrom fearand
disturbanceswhen prison fettersand condemnation fell to hislot! Who doesnot recognizein him not only
courage and constarcy - the former wasnatural to him - but also a certain new contentment, a delightful
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gaiety, in hislag words and actions? In that thrill of pleasure that he felt whenscratching his leg after the
fettershad beenremoved, doeshe not revealalikejoy and relief in his soul atbeing releagdfrom pag
discomforts and about to enter into the knowledge of things to come?May Cab forgive meif he plea®; his
deah ismoretragc and moreviolert, but that of Sccratesisin someway still more beadiful. 'May the
Gods serd meone likeit!" said Aristippus to those who were lamerting it.

We see in the souls of these two menand their imitators - for | very much doubt whether
they had equals - so perfecta hahit of virtue thatit hasbecametheir common complexion. It isno longera
painful virtue, nor one dictated by rea®n, for the mainterance of which the soul needsto braceitself; it is
the very essence of the soul, it isits natural and hakitual way. They have mace it so by long practice of the
preceqts of philosophy, exercisedupon arich ard fine nature. The wicked passions that spring up in us can
find no entrance into them; the strength and firmness of their souls stifle and extinguish the lusts assoon as
they begn to stir.

Now | think there canbe no doubt thatit isfiner by alofty and divine resolution to prevert
the birth of temptations, and so to shape one<elf to virtue thatthe very seeds of vicearerootedout, thanto
arres their growth by main force and, after being surprisedby the first onset of the passions, to armand
braceone<lf to stay their advance and conquerthem Nor canone doubt that this secand course is still finer
thansimply to be endowedwith in eay and tractab e nature which hasaninstinctive distage for debauchery
and vice.For thisthird and lag way seemsindeedto make a maninnocert, but not virtuous; free from
evildoing, but not suffi ciertly apt to do well. Moreover, it is a condition so close to imperfection and
weakness that | am unceriin how to draw the frontiersard distinguish them. The very words goodness ard
innocerce have for this reason becanein some sort termsof contemp. | canseethat several virtues among
themchadity, sobriety, and temperarce, may cometo us from bodily defects. Firmness in the faceof danger
- if firninessis the proper word - contemp for deat and patiencein misfortunes may arisein men- and
oftendoes- from aninahility to judge everts correctly and realizetheir actual nature. Thus failure of
aporehersion and stupidity someimesdisguise themslvesasvalorous actions; ard | have oftenseenit
happenthat menhave beenpraisedfor deeds that realy desrved blame.

An Italiangerntlemanonce said in my presence, to the discredt of his nation, that their
subtlety and the brilliance of their imagnations weresuch that they foresaw the acciderts and dangerswhich
might befall them whenthey werestill far off; thatit must not appearstrange, therdore, if in warthey were
oftenseento provide for their safety evenbefore they hadclealy perceivedthe danger; that we French and
the Spaniards, who werenot so acue, would advancefurther, and had actually to see the danger with our
eyesand feel it with our hands before it alarmedd us, at which point welost all. control; but the Gemars
and the Swiss, who arecoarser and hcavier-witted, have hardy enough sense to change their minds even
whenthe blows are raining on their bodies This was perhaps, only ajed. Yetit isverytruethat, in the
business of war, raw soldiersoften rush into dangers more recdessly thanthey do after once being scalded

"Knowing how potert is a new-born pride in arms and the hope of winning glory in the first battle."
(Virgil, Aereid, xi, 154.)

Thatiswhy, in judging a particular acion, we must take mary circumstancesinto account, and consider the
whole manwho performedit, before we give it aname.

To say aword about myself; | have sometimeshead my friends credt my prudence with
what wasrealy the product of good fortune, and attribute to my courage and patience what wasin fact
achevedby my reason and judgemert, thus endowing me with one quality insteadof another, sometimesto
my advantage and sometimesto my detrimert. Meanwhile, | amso far from having attainedthat first and
moast perfectdegreeof excellence, in which virtue becanesahahit, that | have hardy givenproof even of
the secand. | have not madke any greateffortsto curb the desresby which | have found myself assailed My
virtue is avirtue that could be more properly calleda casual and fortuitous innocerce. If | hadbeenborn
with amore unruly temperament, | fearthat| should have beenin a most pitiade way. For | have never
observedary greatfirmnessin my soul that would be capable of redsting eventhe mildes of passions. | am
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unableto cherish quarrels and contertionsin my breas; and so | cangive myself no great tharks for
happening to be freefrom severalvices

If my nature, otherwise good, is marredby afew slight faults, like the spots that you
will wish away when scateredover alovely body. (Horace Satires i, vi, 65.)

| owe it rather to my fortune thanmy rea®n. Fortune caused me to be born of aracefamous for itsintegrity,
and of anexcellert father. | do not know whether he passed some part of his character on to me or whether
family examgde and my good upbringing in childhood insersibly contributedto it, or whether | was, on the
other hand born so,

Whether the Scalesor the dreadScapion. the mast powerful influcnce over the hour of birth,
or Capricorn, lord of the wegernwave, controlsme.!  (Horace, Odes I, svii, 17)

But it so happens that for most vicesl have aninstinctive abhorrence. Antisthenes repy to the menwho
askedhim what wasthe beg training seamsto be rooted in this idea; he said it wasto unlearneuvil. | hold
themin abhorrerce, | say, from so natural and inborn a conviction that| still retain the sameinstinctive
attitude to themthat | imbibed atthe breas. No circumstanceshave ever had the power to alterit, not even
my own rea®nings, which have in marny ways departed from the common road and so might easly have
givenmelicercefor actions which these natural inclinations make me hate. | win tell you something
extraardinary, but | will tell it just the same:in marny mattersl find more order and redraint in my morals
thanin my opinions, and my appetitesless depraved thanmy reason.

Aristippus put forward such bold argumernts in favour of pleasire and riches that he stirred
up all philosophy to oppose him. But asfor his morals, whenthe tyrant Dionysius offered him threepretty
girlsto choose from, he repiedthat he chose all three, since Pais hadgot into trouble for preferring one
beauy to hertwo companions. Aftertaking themhome, however, he sert them back untouched Oncetoo,
on ajourney, whenhis servart complained at the weight of the money he wascarrying, Aristippus ordered
him to throw out so much ashe found too heaw and leave it behind.

And Epicurus, who taught irreligion and luxury, wasmaost scrupulous and laboriodsin his
way of life. He wroteto afriend that he lived on nothing but coarse brown breadand water, and akedhim
to serd alittle cheese in ca® he might wart to make a sumptuous meal. Canit perhaps be true thatif we are
to be absolutely good, it must be by anoccut, natural, and universal quality, without rules without reasn,
and without examgdes?

The excesseswhich | have happenedto commit are not, thark God, of the worst kind. | have
condemredthemin myself, for my judgemert hasnot beeninfected by them. On the contrary, it blames
themmore severely in methanin another. But thatisall. For thered, | put up insuffi cient regstanceto
them,and let myself too easly incline to the other side of the scales except that | keepthem under control
and prevert their mingling with othervices For vicesgenreraly cling together and becane interlockedin
anyone who is not on his guard. | have cut mine down, and forcedthem to be assingle and assimple asl
could.

"And | do not indulge my fadts further." (Juveral, VII1, 164)

Now asfor the opinion of the Stoics, who say that the wise manacts, when he doesact, with
all the virtuestogether, although one may be more in evidence accarding to the nature of the action - ard
herea comparison with the humanbody might to some extert support them,for the action of anger camot
work unless all the humours assist it, eventhough anger may predominate - if they wish to draw a parallel
deduction, that whenthe sinner sins he sins with all the vicestogether, | camot believe themso simply; or
else | do not undergand them, for in effect | feel the contrary. These areingenious, unsubstartial subtleties
with which philosophy sometimesamusesitself. | am addictedto somevices but | avoid othersas
thoroughly asany saint could do.
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The Peripatetics, likewise, rejectthis indissoluble link and union; and Aristotle holds thata
wise and just man may be intemperae and incontinernt. Sccratesadmittedto those who recaynizedsome
inclination to vicein his face, thatit wasindeedhis natural propenrsity, but that he had correciedit by
discipline. And the philosopher Stil po's intimatesused to say that, though naturally givento wine ard
women he hadby efforts made himself most abstinert in regpectto both. Such good asisin mel owe, on
the contrary, to the chance of my birth. | owe it neither to law, nor to preceg, nor to any other schooling.
Theinnocercethatisin meisanativeinnocerce: | havelittle strength and no art.

Among othervices | cruelly hate cruelty, both by nature and judgemert, asthe worst of all
vices But here my weakness externds so far that | camot seea chicken's neck twisted without distress, or
bearto hearthe squealing of a harein my hounds' jaws, though hunting is avery greatpleasure to me.

Those who set out to combat sersual desresare fond of using the following argumert to
prove that they arewholly vicious and contrary to rea®n: thatwhenpleasireis atits extreme height, it so
magersus that reason canhave no acess. And they instance our experience of it in intercourse with
women

"Whenthe body hasa foretage of pleasure.and manis about
to sow the field of women" (Lucretius, iv, 1106)

Here they think pleaire so transports us that our rea®n camot perform its function, being berumbedby the
ecgasy of pleaaure. | know thatit maybe othewise, and that one cansometimes by force of will,
succesfully directone's mind atthat veryinstart to other thoughts. But one must prepare and braceit
deliberatly. | know thatit is possibleto curb the violence of this pleasire, and | know it by experience. For
I have never found Verus so imperious a goddess asmany who are chagerthan| consider herto be. | do
not, asthe Queenof Navarre doesin one of the talesin her Heptamerom - whichis a pleasant book for its
mater - considerit miracuous, or extremely diffi cult, for a manto pass whole nights with every opportunity
and in all freecm bedde along-desred mistress, in fulfilmert of a promise he hasmacde to herto be
satisfiedwith kissesand simple caresses

| think thatthe examgde of the chase would be more appropriate. Though the pleasireis
less, thereis more excitement and surprise, and so our rea®n, taken unawares hasno timeto prepare and
braceitself for the encounter, when after a long ques, the quarry suddenly starts up, appeaing, perhaps, in
the placewhere we leas expectedit. This shock and the violence of the hue and cry strike us so hardthat it
would be diffi cult for anyone who lovesthis kind of sport to tam his thoughts elsewhere at that momert.
And the poets make Diana victorious over Cupid's torch and arrows:

"Who doesnot forget among these delights all the pangs
thatlove brings with it?" (Horace Epodes 11, 37.)

To return to my subject, | am most tenderly sympatheti c towards the afflictions of others
and would readly weepfor compary if | were ableto weepon any occason. Thereis nothing,that moves
meto tearsexcep tears and not only real oneshut tears of any sort, feignedor painted | hardy pity the
dead | rather ervy them; but | feel great pity for the dying. | amnot so shocked by savageswho roas and
eatthe bodiesof their deadasby those who torture ard persecue the living. | camot evenlook on legal
execuions, however just they maybe, with a steadfas eye. Someme who had occason to tegify to the
clemercy of Julius Caesr observed 'He wasmild in his vengearte. Having forcedsome piratesto surrender
who hadpreviously caguredhim and held him to ransom, since he had threaened themwith the crass, he
condemredthemto be crucified But he liedthem strangledfirst. His secretary, Philema, who hadtriedto
poison him, he punished no more harshly thanby asimple deat.' Without naming this Latin author
(Suetonius, Life of Julius Caesar) who daresto advance asevidence of clemency a mere putting to deah of
those by whom one hasbeenwronged it is easy to guess that he wasaffected by the horrible and villainous
examdesof crublty practsedby the Romantyrarts.
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For my part, evenin judicial maters anything that goes beyond a plain execuion seemsto
me pure cruelty, and egecially in us who ought to take carethat souls should be sert to heawenin a state of
grace;which camot be, if they have beenshakenand drivento degair by insufferale tortures

Not long ago, asoldier, having observed from the tower in which he wasimprisoned some
carpentersbusy erecting a scaffold and people gathering in the market-place, concludedthat the preparations
were for him. In his degair, having nothing else to kill himself with, he picked up anold rusty cart-nail
which chance had put in his way, and gave himself two serious wounds in the throat. Then seeing thatthis
had not beenenough to degpatch him, he soon afterwards deak himself another wound in the belly, from
which he becameinsensible. In this condition he wasfound by thefirst of his gaderswho camein to see
him. They brought him round and, to fill the timeuntil he expired~ they quickly read him his serterce,
which wasthat he wasto be beheaded This delightedhim immeasuraby, and he consertedto take a draught
of wine which he had previously refused Thenafter tharking the judgesfor the unexpectedlenency of their
senterce, he said that his resolve to kill himself wasdue to the dreadof some mare cruel punishmert, which
had beenincreased by the sight of the preparations. He hadtakenhislife in this way to avoid a more
unbearalbe fate.

| should advise that such examplesof severity, the purpose of which isto keeppeagplein
awe, be practisedon the dead bodiesof criminals. For to seethem refused burial, to seethemboiledand
guartered would affect the common herd almaost asmuch asdo the painsinflicted on the living; although in
realty all thisamauntsto little or nothing, since God says: "Be not afraid of them thatkill the body, ard
after that have no more that they cando." (Luke, XIl 4) But the poets particularly dwell upon the horror of
this picture assomething worse than deat:

"Alas that remains of a half-burnt king, with the bonesbare,should be dragged along
the ground, besmearedwith foul dirt." (Ennius, quoted by Cicero, Tusculars, i, xIv.)

Onedayin Romel happeredto be presert atthe moment whenthey wereexecuting Catkera,
anotorious robber. There wasno excitemert among the spectators at the strangling. But whenit cameto
guartering his body, every single stroke that the executioner made wasgreeted by the people with doleful
criesand exclamations, asif everyone hadlert his own sense of feeling to the carrion.

Thes inhumanexcessesshould be exercisedagainst the skin, not the flesh. Thus
Artaxerxes in a somewhat similar case, mitigated the harshness of Persa's anciert laws, by ordaining that
nobleswho hadfailedin their dutiesshould not be given the customary scourging; but should be stripped
and have their garments scourgedin their stead and that, whereasthe custom wasthat they should have
their hair torn. out, they should now merely be deprived of their tall headdresses The Egyptians, who were
so devout, thought that they suffi ciertly satisfi ed divine justice by sacrificing effi giesand represenatons of
pigs: abold idea,to try with shadowy imitations to make paymert to God,_the essertial substancel

| livein anepoch when, owing to the licerce of our civil wars, we abound in incredble
examgdesof thisvice:thereis nothing to be found in anciernt historiesmore extreme thanwhat we withess
every day. But this hasby no mears recanciled metoit. | could hardy persuade myself, before | had actual
evidernce,thatthere exist any souls so unnatural asto commit murder for the mere pleadure of doing so; asto
hackand chop off menis limbs, asto sharpentheir wits for the invertion of unusual torturesand new forms
of deah; and all this without ermity or gain, but merely for the enjoyment of the pleasng speciacle afforded
by the pitiful gesuresand mations, the lamentable groans and cries of a mandying in anguish. Thisisthe
extreme limit to which cruelty canattain, "that one manshould kill another, not in anger or in fear, but
solely to enjoy thesight." Sereca Letters, xc.

For my part, | have never beenale to watch without distress eventhe pursuit and slaughter
of aninnocent animal, which hasno deferce and hasdone us no harm. And when, aswill commonly
happen aweak and parting stagis reducedto surrender, and cags itself with tearsin its eyeson the mercy
of us, its pursuers,

"Bloodstainedand groaning, like one imploring mercy." (Virgil, Aereid, vii, 50)
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this hasalways seemedto meamost unpleasrt sight.
| hardy ever capture ananimal alive that| do not setit freein the fields. Pythagoraswould buy
themfrom fi shermenand fowlers, to do the same:

"I think the blood of anmals wasthe first to stain our weapons." (Ovid, Metamorphoses xv, 106.)

Naturesthat are bloodthirsty towards animals show a native propensity towards cruelty. At Rome after the
people hadinured themslvesto watching the slaughter of animals, they wert on to menand gladators.
Nature herself, | fear, implants in mensomeinstinct towards inhumarity. No one enjoys the sight of animals
playing together and fondling one another, but the spectacle' of them rending and dismembering one
arotherisauniversal entertainmert.

And let no one mock me for this sympathy of mine, sincethedogy itself commards usto
treatthemwith some kindness. Considering that one and the same Mager haslodgedus in this placeto
serve Him, ard that they aswell aswe areof His family, it isjustifiedin enjoining usto show themsome
regard and affection. Pythagorasborrowedthe doctrine of metempsychosis from the Egyptians, but it has
since beenaccepedby many nations, and notaldy by our Druids:

Sauls areexempt from deah; always whenthey have left their first body, they go to new homes am
recevedthemand there dwell.' Ovid, MeAawrpbomr, xv, i IS.

Thereligion of our ancient Gau's maintainedthat souls, being eternal, never cease to move and change their
lodging from one body to another; and they mixed with this concepion someideasabout divine justice.For
accading to asoul's conduct whenit wasin Alexander, God, they said, assignedit another body to inhahit,
more or less disagreealbe, and suitalde to its condition:

"He throws theminto prison in the bodiesof dumb beasts, the cruel into bears robbersinto wolves
and the cunning into foxes And when after mary yeas, they have passed through a thousand forms,
they arepurgedby theriver Lethe, and atlad return to their primordial humanforms" (Claudian,
Against Rufinus, 11, 482)

If it had beencourageaus, it waslodgedin the body of alion, if licertiousin ahog's, if cowardy in astags
or ahares, if crafty in afox's, and so on, until, purified by this punishmert, it took on the body of some
otherman

'I myself, asl rememter, in the days of the Trojanwar, was Euphorbus,
son of Parthous.' (Ovid, Metamor phoses xv, 160)

As for thisrelationship betweenus ard the beads, | do not set much store by it;- nor by the
factthat mary nations, and notally some of the most ancient and noble, not only admitted beags astheir
friends and companions, but rarkedthem far above themselves regarding them somet mesasfamiliarsard
favouritesof their gods, and holding themin superhumanregpect and reverence. And othersrecagnizedno
other god or divinity but them:"Beads weretreaed assacredby the barbarians, becaise of the berefits they
begowed" (Cicerg On the Nature of the Gods, i, xxxvi.)

Thisland adoresthe crocodile, that trembdeshbefore a snake-gorgedibis. Here gleansthe
goldenimage of a sacredlong-tailed monkey: hereariverfish, thereadog, are gods for a
whole city. (Juveral, xv. 2)

And evenPlutarcHs interpretation of thiserrar, whichis very well rea®ned, still doesthem honour. For he
says thatit wasnot the cator the ox, for examgde, that the Egyptiars adored, but thatin those beags they
worshipped someimagce of the divine attributes in the latter patience and usefulness; and in the
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former activity, or animpatience at being confined (like that of our neighbours the Burgundians, and the reg
of the Germars), thatthey thought of the catasa symbol of liberty, which they loved and worshipped above
every other divine attribute; and so on for thered.

But when, among the most moderak opinions, | meet with argumerts that set out to prove
how closely we reemble the animals, how largely they sharein our greaed privileges and how feashble are
the comparisons betweenus and them, | certainly forswearagreatdeal of our presumption, and willingly
resgn thatimagnary soveregnty over other creatreswhich we are supposedto have.

But if all this wereuntrue, yetthereis a certain consideration, and a general duty of
humarity, that binds us not only to the animals, which have life and feeing, but evento the treesard plarts.
We owe justiceto men and kindness and berevolenceto all other creatureswho may be suscegtible of it.
Thereis someintercaurse betweenthemand us, and some mutual obligation. | am not ashamedto admit to
so childishly tender a nature that | camot easly refuse my dog whenhe offersto play with meor aks meto
play with him at aninopportune momert.

The Turks have alms-housesard hospitals for arimals. The Romars macke the feed ng of
gee apublic charge, sinceit wastheir vigilancethat had savedthe Cagtol. The Atherians deaeedthatthe
mules greatand small, which had servedin the building of thetemgde called Hecatompedon should be set at
liberty and allowedto graze wherever they pleased, without hindrance. The Agrigertineshadthe common
custom of solemnly burying anmals thatthey hadloved, such ashorsesof particularexcellerce, dogs and
domedic birds, or evenbirds that hadbeenkept for their children's pleasure. And the magnificence which
wascharaceristic of them in another things wasalso singularly apparert in the number and costliness Of
the monumerts which they erectedto that end, and which survivedin all their splendour for mary certuries

The Egyptians buriedwolves bean crocodiles dogs, and catsin holy places embalming
their bodiesand weamg mourning at their deat. Cimon gave burial with honour to the mareswith which he
hadthreetimeswon the prize for the race at the Olympic games Xarthippus of old had hisdog buriedon a
headard of that seacoad which hasbeencalled after it eversince. And Plutarch tells usthatit wasa matter
of conscience with him not to sell and serd to the slaughter-housc, for sometrifling sum, anox that had
givenhim long service.



